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NO CONSERVATION PEACE IN WARTIME 
By Arthur H. Blake 
Several recent events have reminded us 


that we cannot suspend our vigilant 
peacetime interest in preserving the re- 


-Maining bits of our heritage of mountein 


wilderness, 
~~" The most startling thing wes the 
news that the road ahove Cedar Grove hed 
been extended a reported distmce of 
three and one half miles beyond the end 
of the state highway at the bridge crose 
sing the South Fork. | | 

The work was done by forces from sev- 
eral cemps of conscientious objectors 
who are ensconced in Sequoia National 
Park for the duration of the war. 
The execution of this work was in direct 
violation of an understanding between 
the National Purk Service, the directors 
of the Sierra Club and the Fresno Chaeme- 
ber of Commerce. This understanding was 
that eny further extension of the road 
to or towards Kanewyers was cnly to be 
authorized after the views of all had 
been considered and agreed upon. If the 
road was then to be oxtended, construc- 
tion would proceed only under the most 
skillful landsvape and construction con- 
trol, so that a minimum of permenent 
damage would be done: 


Other Road Menaces Feared 


Just how and why all this occurred the 
writer does not know, -I simply folt it 
could not happen now, that all were too 
busy with the prosecution of the war for 
any danger of such action. But it has 
happened, and can happen agains 

It all goes to show that you cannot 
take the assurance of some authorities 
that there is no present danger in the 
Engle Bill HR 5058 to require the Secre~ 
tary of the Interior to permit grazing 
of livestock in our National Parks, or 
that the road up Kings River (cent, ps. 2) 


Ch. awn 
a’ r os 
ee ee ee ere pas (rE ON ERIE © 08S SRR SESS 


October 23, 1944 - 


_Number 17 


a ee re mn na ee a ee es ee ee 
——— ~ « 


ALASKAN PICTURES TO BE. SHOWN 
Pe Ge & Ee Program Set for October 31 


Aesompanying Kodachrome slides with in- 
formal comment, Dorothy Hill and Char- 
lotte Mauk will present "Glimpses of 
Alaska" at the PG&E Auditorium on Tues- 
day, October 31, at 8 pem.e “During our 
ten<week trip," the returned travelers 
Say, ‘we combined the maximum of pleas- 
ure with our business, And we think we 
got more than the usual tourist's-eye 
View," | at 
Between military restrictions along 
all coasts and the type of weather for 
which Alaska is justly famous there was 


not so much opportunity for picture tak- 


ing as they should have liked, but Doro- 
thy and Charlotte have managed to bring 
back a quite extensive pictorial record, 
even SOo They promise a preview of what 
the High Trip to licKinley Park may be _ 
like in nineteen-forty-what.’ 
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HIGHER-THAN-EVEREST CLAIM REFUTED 
By Richard M, Leonard | 


(Written on a plane near Mte Everest, 
9 October, 1944) | ; 

For two hours now we have been flyin 
parallel to the Himalaya in brilliantly 
clear October weather. The peaks stand 
out over 10,000 feet above the dim line 
where snow merges with haze and forest. 
The impression is much like that on many 
plane trips from Los Angeles to Seattie; 
since the horizontal distance from the 
range is nearly double that in Califors} 
nie the vertical scale of the great 
peaks remains about the same, It gives 
a somewhat awesome thrill to see 
Dhaulagiri, Makalu, Gosainthan, and 
Everest, serrated and white above the 
plains of the Ganges. 

But more important than the view was 
a chance conversation with a young pilot 
of the 14th Air Force in (cont. p. | 
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: “MOUNTAINEERING QUIZ : 
=De you recognize these well ‘imown Sierra 
-skylines? 7 oe ee i 


Joanne Taylor, Mere We ake 


may not yet be extended up the South Fork 


Canyon and over the Sierra crest by Kear~ 
sarge or Sawmill Pass. 
Newton Drury, Director of the National 
Park Service, says he was not informed 
about the construction of this road. The 
writer hopes that it will become the sub- 
ject of a special investigation and that 
‘it may occupy an important position on 
the agenda of the December meeting of 
our Board of Directors. | 
RECOMMENDED READING 
The many Sierrans who have vacationed 
dovm in the Nevajo country may be inter- 
ested in a new book, THE NAVAJO AND 
PUEBLO SILVERSMITHS by John Adair, pub- 
lished by the University. of OkIshoma 
Press. Anyone who has ever bousht or 
wanted to buy silver or blankets would 
probably learn some interesting facts 
from this very fine book. BR. 


= welt o 


PROM THE NEY YORKER+- 


“Words of One Syllable Department. 


(From Appalachia, bulletin of the 
Appalachian Mountain Club) -~ 
“Guests will be expectéd to helo the hut- 
men clean up efter meals and where there 
are several parties, turns will have to 
taken on the use of the equipment or 
possibly parties can pool their foods - 
and make one mess of the kitchen." 


continues. 


and water provided. | 


Box 977B, Modesto, 
. Juliet Abrahemson, ORdway 8186, 


You'll find the answers on Page 6. 
Sab OS 
_$f TOMATO PICKERS WANTED 1%! 


"Help save the cropi" pleads Jerry 
Abrahamson, who has devoted her last 
two week ends doing just that, “There 


is still great need for helpers the week 


ends of October 28 and November 4," she 
’Pay is:21¢g a box.. Come - 
by car or buse Camp out. Bring food, 
sleoping bag, and bathing suit. Wood 
Enjoy the Tuolumne 
River autumn vistas; 90 acres on a be- 
eutiful ranch 7 miles west of Nodesto." 
Hor details, write Jack Rude, Route 3, 


Calif.; or phone 


evenings. 


October he 1944 pthc an 


- YODELEARS HEAR. 


==that the Southern chestew car ried. on 
its tradition of successful Sierra Club 
gatherings by getting together a large 
number of enthusiastic members for their 
annual Dinner and Dance on October el, 


~aof the marriage, on September 9, of 
Betty Ann Palmer & Maurice J. Curtis. 
The Curtises are to make their home | in 
Berkeley, Congratulations, pried oe. 
Curt) 


Cot Phil eae eener is at Camp Roberts 
for basic training--and always on Jey 
getting mail from frionds: | 

Pvt. P, W, Faulconer (39598882 

“Cos A 85th Inf, tng. Ba, 

Camp Roberts, Calif. 


--that the Berkeley Gazette for October 
20 gave the Sierra Club Harvest Camp a 
very favorable write-up, complete with 
praise of Chairman Cicely Christy and 
an enlightening photograph of one of 
the prune pickers at worke 


--from Ted Lyman that his MDlite course 
in marine engineering and stuff" at the 
USMS’ Training Station at Avalon: was to 
be followed by four weeks on a training 
ship "and then--?" 


--that Rolf Pundt has been released 
from Ashford Goneral Hospital and is at 
another hospital within easy reach of a 
city and with the further advantage of 
having several hundred WACS stationed 
near by. Rolf likes letters: 

Set. Ro De Pundt 19186202 

Wakeman Gen. Hosde 


“Resond. Serv. Cos D, Camp Atterbury, Ind 


--of the birth of a daughter, Karon, to 
Mary Helen and Gien Dawson, on Ott. 19 


«-from Bessie Lawrence, now in Franee 
with her hospital unit, and finding that 
country (perhaps only ty contrast, ‘she 
adds} ) much more like home then her 
former African station, 


--that Larry Burnley is now employed by 
Standard Oil Company, and is there as~ 
sociated with Alex Hildebrand. 


-=that Al. Gerould is no longer under 
fire in Normandy, but is stationed in 
Holland, 7 


-=that Arline Brownlie spent her summer 


in Mexico. But she still likes Califor- 


~nia better. 
-~=that Vivien Schagen has gone ‘east to. 
visit with John for an eae ie es 


_THE YODELER 


labels read: 


_ Numbor 17, Page on iit 
“SGT, DONDERO HAS OTHER INTERESTS | oe 


Sgt. Harold Dondero, veteran of raf nontaa | 


Alasken service, much of it on wind-fog- 
snow-swept Adak, was lately in town on 
a well earned furlough. His visit in- 
cluded a week at Norden, 

He was. a bit disturbed that Yodelerea- 
ders might have thought his principal | 
interest up there was the puzzling cat 
Situation at Norden, on which we com- 
mented in the January £9 issue of Yod- 
eler. We assured him of our confidence 
that our feeble attempts to be humorous 
on the subject had not been misunder- 
stood by our readers, 

During the course of an evening Jepent 


with Harold we found his interests in 


his family, friends, and peacetime ack 
ivities--including outdoor life in Cal- 
eat Ee undiminished. Our best 
ishes go with him to Camp Swift, Texas, 
nS to points more distant thereafter. 
Speed the day, however, when he can re- 
turn to his beloved California} -=-AHB 
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PIND SIERRAN'S GIFT IN MUSEUM 


Browsing through the Territorial Museum 
in Juneau, a couple of Yodelereporters 
came across an exhibit of interest to 
Sierranss 4 smell Once=white cloth bag 
on which lay four pieces of stone, Card 
"Granice from Mt, Hayes, 
15,740 feet. Brought to Museun by 
W. Shand and B. G, Ferris, August rh oll 
1941 (Bradford Washburu's party) .” 
e « "Rock from unnamed mountain peak 
east of Mt. Hayes, Brought, etu, " 
"Bag used for cari rying food by mem- 
Nena of the Bradford Washburn Mountain 
Climbers up lit. Hayes," 

Prad Washburn is ‘further represented 
by a number of very fine giant photo- 
graphic prints, similar to that of Mt, 
St. Elias which form> orly greeted visi- 
tors to the Club rooms, 
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Pe. Ue HANSON NAMED REGIONAL FORESTER 


Recently. appointed one of the ten Reg- 
jonal Foresters is P. D, Hanson, assiste- 


ant regional forester in- charge. of timb-« 


er management and private forestry 2 hai 

the California Region. The announcement, 
mads by Chief Forester Lyle Watts, stetod 

ane iy, Hanson will be responsible for 


all U, S&S. Forest Service activities ex. 


cept forest and range research in Mon- 


tana, northeastern Washington, northern 


Idaho, and northwestern South Dakota. 


His headquartors wilt be at Missoula, Mont. 
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CAPTAIN DICK LEONARD LOOKS AT INDIA FROM MOUNTAINEER 'S VIEWPOINT. 
Excerpts from Letters Describing Varied Adventures Reveal Sierran Background 


Ve saw recently a most interesting piece of archaeology. It was an astronom- 
ical observatory built in 1710 by the Maharajah of Jaipur. No telescopes, but 
the most intricate series of different styles of sundials. Lcoks almost exact- 
ly like the weird futuristic curves of a U. S. World's Feir. It's a mathemati- 
cian's paradise. Each piece is carefully subdivided and calibrated with lines, 
curves, and numbers. They are huge things, 50 to 100 feet in diameter in a 
beautiful park of lawns, pools, and Regal Palms. One looked something like 
this, a circle of thirty vertical pillars around a central larger one. Each 

‘of the pillars is thirty feet high. On the inside they are white alabaster, 
carefully marked with lines - end figures. The central 
pillar cast a shadow on dif- a fF PAS ferent outer pillars accord- 
ing to the time of day and bes Prop hoe Ce year. For the reading 

of the precise height of x the shadow on the pil- 
lars, they are provided i ; aS With mountaineering 
back and knee holds on | ahs “Veh the sides of the pil-. 
lars toward each other, | ones: Ad VA The holds are too 
shallow and vertical to He isie) ma WA = use as a ladder. So! 

I climbed to the top just OR Be EN pp E iH to show how it was done, 

All our food at the of- ORS det ict bal lB ficers' mess here is fur- 
nished by a native caterer. ae a AG _ Result: All food is Anglo} 
Indian. Pumpkin is a very te prolific and probably very 
cheap crop. Hence the menu yesterday noon: “Pumplcin Soup--Fried Pumpkin--Pump- 
kin Pie," 

Relates s Story of Survival After Record Fall 
Here is one for the RCs aceident record! 

Something went wrong with a 5-24 in the Southwest Pacific and the men were 
ordered to bail out. “Thoy di a 8c at.3,000 feet, but the 'chute of one failed 
‘to open. He was found later without a “single ‘broken bone, having absorbed 
enough of the shook in Reavy. JULE Le trees. When he regained consciousness his 
first words were: “Ths tong xt Air Corpst. I should have staved in the 
medics...1 was afraid to open my eyes for fear I would see angels. : 

Riegelhuth and Pundt were sissies, 


Warns Against Underestimating Japanese 
bthasbe sth ted wr itiasssem cath Wile sited oie hear saad card SS Badal mci ada 


By the way, bent t, let people kid you about an easy time with the Japanese War. 
All who are enzaged in careful study of the methods and abilities of the 
Japanese have great respect for them. Most items of equipment are excellent, 
many are better than United States or British. Tjat applies to every phase 
of warfare. They copy whenever it's advantageous to do’'so, just as we and any 
intelligent people do so. Fhey have excellent ability at original design, and 
from now on we will be the ones to do the copying for a while. I cantt ‘tell 
_ you details, of course. 


Indian Dwelling Construction Described 


We got a new roof on our basha yesterday making it 10 inches thick instead of 
8. Very simple, just layers of dried grass a half inch wide and about four 
feet long laid on, something like a bough bed in the mountains. The walls are 
of split bamboo interlaced like a bamboo curtain. The framework +5, of course, 
good Indian burlap of a tight enough weave to keep out insects. The windows - 
are screened but without glass, since there is rarely much wind in a tropical 
rain unless it is a typhoon. fe 
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Beene i Fun at the Zen 
Our Saturday afternoon trip te. Fleishhacke 
-er Zao on October 14 was “a honey! Follow- 
ing threats of rain, Old Sol fairly beamed 
—upen us as we toured the zoa under the 
guidance of Mr. Hamer F. Snow. We saw 
everything from “Vicky”, the baby chimpan- 
eze who dined regally qn sliced bananas, 
to the remarkable Seal Show at the schedu- 
led 4 otelock performance, Our only regret 
was that time passed so quickly; but Ilr. 
Snow urged us to return soan. How about 
uo members? 

Dennen at the Eth-Hl-Bert Tea Room after- 
wards was a jolly affair. 


"South af the Border" ) 
Highlight of the evening meeting on Friday, 
~ October 2O, in the Assembly Room was a 
colorful recounting by Lois Ruffner and 
Fay Chalmers of erper ane es of their siim~ 
mer trip to Mexico. Two movies in color, 
"Guadalajara" and "Date Patzcuaro" illus- 
trated various aspects of Mexican life: 
following which Charles Townsend showed us 
an interesting movie he took of many of the 
less frequently photorrephed scenes and 
phases of life in Mexico. 


steep Ravine after a Rain 
Unless you have been there soon after a 
rain, you may heve missed half of Steep 
Ravine's beauty; for the ferns, fungi, 
mosses and liverworts ere then at their 
best. Tom dowell's fondest hope for Sun- 
day's trip materialized when Maxine Cheno- 
weth .discovered some bright yellow myxom- 
yeetes abt the Jim Jdricht Grove-in the 
ravine, Enjoying pungent woods fragrances 
every step of the way, we ees to- Loot 
jack for lunch, Later its in the sun- 
“shine, we used our NSS key on, some of the 
“sixteen ferns and fern-dllies found on the 
day's hike. : 


Ne S. Ss CALENDAR 

Nov. 17 - Friday, Visit to the Herbarium 

at U University of California at 8 p.m. 
Sef, members going direct to Herbarium 
take 7:10 "F" train from teriminal and get 
off at University Avenue. Proceed to Life 
Sciences Bldg.on the campus, Hast Bay 
members take "F" tréin in downtown Berkeley. 
November 19,-Sunday Bird trip in East Bays 
Details 1n next issue of Yodeler, 

“Isntg IT ADOUT TIME TO VISIT. THE BLOOD 

BANK AGAIN? PHONE GR 93753 or TE 5924 

FOR AN ean a | 
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Chuck full of articles of interest el 


Slerrans are two conservation publications, 


just received at the clubrooms. 

National Parks Mazeazine , ior October 
Decomber features Big Bond National Park — 
established as the 27th National Park on | 
June 12 of this year. 

Big Bend sounds like quite a Woe with 
over: 700,000 acres of land in southern 
Texas, bounded by @ bic bend in the Rio 
Grande. The park in many respects appears 
to reserible the Grand Canyon, but it also 
has mountains which are said to rival the 
Rockies in wildness and scenery. iS 

The establishment of the park was 

authorized by Congress in 1935 and all 
of the acreage was acquired by gif 

since the act specifically provided that 
no federal funds could be used for the 
acquisition of the park. 78 

Aubrey Drury of the Seve-the-Redwoods 
League contributes “Toward a Coast Red.- 
woods aster Plan", also in this issue 
of ti< National Parks cS Magazine. 

He velates the “accomilishments of the 
Learie, with which most club members are 
soelcomane sik and then telis of the efforts 
to correlate all redwoods conservation 
efforts into a single master plan. 

By way of editorial, NPM warns the con- 
servationist bo atch the Stockmen"”, | 
pointing to their constent efforts to use 
national parks for grazing purposes. 

The September issue of The Living Tild- 


— i eee ee 


erness was published by his: associates 


curing the illness of editor Robert 


Sterling Yard. | 

The issue is up to the usual stenderd 
with Maine's Lount Katahdin festured, 
f.lso included is en article on the Ore-~ 
gon myrtle (California laurel), an item 
on the Fossil Cycad National Honument in 
mouth Dakota, and many more 


The Mother Loders must have had quite 
a summer, judging by the contents of the 
October issue of Bonanza. Correspondénts 
tell of trips to the Canadian Rockies, | 
Tuolumne Meadows, > the Desolation Valley 
Region, and, oak important, the Sierra | 
Club Hosen Camp. 3 

Editor August Fr ruge announces thet he 
must five up his panenre duties’ due to. 
the fact that he is moving to Berkeley. 
je learn from reliable sources that he. 
is assuming the duties of Assistant 
es of the Avenel Ry, of Peet RE ke 
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“LOMA PR BTA PRATIN’ ‘S 


. Election flasht The four new L,P.ans 
elected to texecite! for the next two 
years are Harvey Dowling, Frank Duveneck, 
Melvin Johnson, and G. F. (Bob) Perry. 
The three continuing in office are vr, 
rollin Irons, John Cassel and Helen / 
Wunderlich. A grand bunch in all to keep 
the trails humming and the hikes coming-- 
but where is the manepower shortage? New 


officers will be anounced in next Yodeler, 


Lime Kiln Galoh. ¢ October 15, Wild life 
was very much i in evidence (even besides 
the 12 L.P. ans) on the trail up to the 
old Snell Ranch: First a trail welcome 
by a nice bkeck hairy terantula (this is 
the season for the males to go a-courting, 
you know), then a 27" rattler with a 
button-switch operating 4 rattles (and I 
do mean operating! --but who wouldn't with 
a guy like Frank Lewis prodding him just 
for the sake of a 
then the usual abundance of tracks to in- 
trigue the trail sleuthss; all topped off 
with wild stories of the history of the 
old Snell Ranch, now boarded up and aban- 
doned but once a gayeninetiés rendezvous 
for San Franciscans, Mr. Snell rimself 
was the narrator, and also tola of the 
early days with colorful Jerry Doedy. 

Next, the gang climbed on up to the 
Cypress Ranch, where they found members 
of the Alpine Club eating lunch, The. 
view of Los Gatos and the valley below 
was superb during the trip--and the Indian 
sumner day didn't lack anything but the 
Indians. | | 

Those present were: leader Frances Dict« 
erich, Helen Bullock, Corinne Taylor 


liae erie Llrons , Charlie es & Jeanette ‘foods, 


Vilma Lester, Frank & Agnes Lewis and Helen 


Wunderlichs 
ok ok ok ok 
Made your plans yet for the Hallowe'en 


Party overnite at Alum Rock Park Lion's 
Den on October 28 = 29th? Dr. and ifrs, 


Irons plan to keep the spooks under control 


by a bit of folk dancing Saturday night, 
but will stage a good “stiff” hike pandas. 
to appease them. 

DON'T PEAK NOW 
Answers to Mountaineering Quiz on Page 2 
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super=duper camera shot?) 


the generalized public } 
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VITAL STATISTICS RG REQUEST oTED 


A forthcoming issue of the Yodeler will 
carry (in response to several requests 
from overseas correspondents) a recapitus 
lation of all vital statistics published 
in these pages since January , 1941. If 


you know of any marriages, births, or 


deaths which we haven't reported, please 
help us by letting us know about them 
before November 6, 


Everest Story (cont. from pel) 
China who had flown “The Hump" many times. 
He noted my interest in the ¢reat peaks 
and asked if I had read a recent story _ 
in the United States about a peak higher 
than Everest. I answered yes, that 
geographers were deeply interested in 
the story. | 

Me said, “The story is all baloney. 
A close frierd of mine made it up just 
to kid a new correspondent. I was pres-~ 
ent at the time. The newsman had asked 
a group of us ‘hump' pilots whether any 
of us had ever seen the mythical peak 
nortn of the usuel route. In order to 
oblige with a good story my friend re- 
plied, ‘Sure, I was off-route on time, 
flying at 30,000 feet so as to clear the 
peaks, when I saw this one still above 
met 

aS fens lt in Ene 


ey ee Lent Gnued Huhicheethout a 
load, ¢an?s get woove 20,000 ,° but the 
correspondent didn't know that, and so © 
cabled the story back, The whole thing 
was pure fiction just for fun. The 
actual location of the peak is supposed 
to be too far north, anyway, for anyone 
to get near from a ‘Hump ' flight,™ 

It is not known whether this story is 
more reliable than the first. It comes 
from one who claims to have been present 
at the time of the incident, The story 


conforms to the previously known facts 


concerning the location of Amne Machin 
(the only knowa possibility for a peak 
of such height), and its distance from 
cnowledge ot” the 
approximate "Hump" route. 

Since the Sierra Club Bullotin has re- 
published the original story as interest- 
ing speculation, it would seem wise also 
to publish this antidote so as to attempt | 
to clarify permanent mountai ineering 
literature, 


